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would have nothing with which to reproach his conscience,
if war broke out, because it had clearly become inevitable.
Diplomacy had finished its work. It was time for His
Majesty to think of the safety of his Empire. To fail to
order general mobilization would only dislocate the whole
Russian military organization, and disconcert Russia's
allies. "It only remains to do everything necessary to meet
war fully armed and under the conditions most favorable
for us. Therefore it is better without fear to call forth a
war by our preparations for it, and to continue these prepa-
rations carefully, rather than out of fear to give an induce-
ment for war and be taken unawares/'60
For almost an hour the Tsar's firm desire to avoid war
at all costs made him hesitate to adopt measures which,
however indispensable from a military point, were calcu-
lated, as he clearly saw, to hasten the catastrophe. The
tenseness of feeling which he lived through in these minutes
expressed itself among other ways in the irritability, un-
usual for him, with which he snubbed General Tatishchev.
The latter, who had taken no part in the conversation, re-
marked in a moment of silence: "Yes, it is hard to decide."
The Tsar replied in a sharp and displeased tone: "I will
decide," and gave his decision for an immediate general
mobilization. Sazonov thereupon hurried to the telephone
on the ground floor of the palace, notified lanushkevich,
who was waiting impatiently for the news, and added: "Now
you can smash the telephone. Give your orders, General,
and then—disappear for the rest of the day," 0l
lanushkevich immediately summoned Dobrorolski, who
quickly gathered again the three necessary signatures from
the ministers who at the moment were gathered in ex-
traordinary session. His mobilization order had been so
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